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The following summaries are drawn from briefs and lower court judgments. The summaries have not been reviewed by the judges and are intended to provide a general idea of facts and issues presented in the cases.  The summaries should not be considered official court documents. Facts and issues presented in these summaries should be checked for accuracy against records and briefs, available from the Court, which provide more specific information. 
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___________________________________________________________
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1)
No.: 29206-1-III, consolidated with No. 29337-8-III

Case Name: State of Washington v. Jackie Burton

County: Spokane

Case Summary: Jackie Burton appeals her conviction of solicitation to commit first degree murder for paying an undercover officer to kill her former employer, a Spokane attorney.  
View briefs in Acrobat format by clicking the link below and entering the case number
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2) 
No.: 29415-3-III
Case Name: Diana P. Smigaj, MD, et al v. Yakima Valley Memorial Hospital Assoc., et al

County: Yakima

Case Summary: Upon recommendation of a peer review committee at Yakima Valley Memorial Hospital, Dr. Diane Smigaj’s hospital privileges were suspended for 12 days.  She filed a complaint in superior court challenging her suspension and alleging defamation.  The court ruled the defendants were immune from suit under the Health Care Quality Improvement Act, summarily dismissed Dr. Smigaj’s claims under CR 12(c) and RCW 7.71.030, and awarded attorney fees to the defendants.  Dr. Smigaj appeals.    
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3)
No.: 28802-1-III


Case Name: State of Washington v. Randy James Jerred 

County: Yakima
Case Summary: Police officers found Randy Jerred hiding in a car and questioned him about a nearby shoplifting incident.  He gave a false name and birth date.  The officers arrested him, searched his person, and learned he had an outstanding arrest warrant.  A second search of his person revealed methamphetamine.  The court found him guilty of methamphetamine possession following a stipulated facts bench trial.  Jerred appeals.  
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4)
No.: 29192-8-III


Case Name: In re the Trust of Mary Virginia Melter 

County: Spokane 


Case Summary: The superior court invalidated the final will of Mary Virginia Melter after agreeing with William Melter that his brother John Melter—the will’s primary beneficiary—exercised undue influence over their mother in her making of the will.  The court likewise invalidated several of Ms. Melter’s inter vivos gifts to John Melter.  He appeals.  
View briefs in Acrobat format by clicking the link below and entering the case number
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5)
No.: 28756-4-III


Case Name: State of Washington v. Yasin Ahmed Ibrahim 

County: Yakima

Case Summary: Yasin Ahmed Ibrahim and a friend were stopped by police.  The police searched Ibrahim because his actions raised safety concerns for the officers.  They found a pistol.  Ibrahim is a legal alien.  The State charged him with violating former RCW 9.41.170 (1996) which prohibits an alien from possessing a firearm without a license—a requirement not imposed on citizens.  The court convicted Ibrahim as charged following a stipulated facts trial.  He appeals.  
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6)
No.: 29363-7-III


Case Name: State of Washington v. Christopher Harrison Devlin 

County: Spokane
Case Summary: Christopher Devlin died in jail of an overdose in 2010, a few days after being convicted of first degree murder.  He had previously filed a notice of appeal and an order of indigency.  After his death, his sister was appointed his estate administrator and was allowed to substitute for him in the appeal.  The question before this court is whether a substituted party for a deceased criminal defendant on appeal may proceed at public expense under the deceased’s order of indigency.      
View briefs in Acrobat format by clicking the link below and entering the case number
 
Division Three Briefs
